
 

Bee Line Summer News! 

Welcome to Key Colony Beach! I'm Ted Fischer, the 
new President of the Key Colony Beach Community 
Association (KCBCA). I'm honored 
to follow in the footsteps of Gail 
Cortelyou, who has served as Pres-
ident for over 12 years and has 
been instrumental in making the 
community association what it is 
today!  As her Vice President and 
Volunteer Coordinator for the past 
2 years, I realize these are big 
shoes to fill. 

My wife Pat and I split our time between 195 13th 
St. in Key Colony Beach and the beach in Delaware. 
We have vacationed in the Keys since the late '90s 
and have fallen in love with this community over 
the past 10 years.  Graduating from the US Naval 
Academy, the highlights of my career include serv-

ing as an officer on a nuclear submarine, executive 
positions with DuPont and Honeywell, and running 
an independent financial planning practice in my 
final 10 years. 

Now, I simply enjoy playing pickleball, biking, fish-
ing, and boating. I have chaired the City's Recrea-
tion Committee and have also organized the KCB 
Christmas Boat Parade for the past 6 years.  

I value getting to know my neighbors and friends 
while working together on fun activities. We have 
several annual events, such as the Welcome Back 
Party, Coconut Crawl, Concerts in the Park, St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade, and KCB Day, that bring us to-
gether to celebrate and enjoy our lives. 

As Volunteer Coordinator, I've been amazed by the 
willingness of our community members to help 
out. Thank you to all the past volunteers!  We need 
your continued support and your friends’ too! 

We have recently updated our website 
(KCBCA.org), which provides more information 
about our association and how you can get in-
volved.  The purpose of the KCBCA is to further the 
interests of the residents of the City of KCB and 
surrounding communities, to foster and encourage 
charitable organizations, programs and activities 
for beautification, security, safety, education, and 
recreational enjoyment of the communities. 

I welcome your thoughts on what more we can do 
to meet our objectives and how we can engage 
even more of our membership to become in-
volved. Please don't hesitate to reach out to me. 

    Ted 
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Membership:  Our fiscal year runs from October 
through September. We will be sending you a remind-
er in late August/early September that its time to re-
new and you will be able to renew by credit card on 
our website KCBCA.ORG  or by mailed check. Our dues 
will remain the same for 2024, $15/person or $25/
family of two. Each additional member of your family 
living in the same house can join or renew at $10 ea. 
We currently have 369 members and your member-
ship dues are what makes it possible for us fund our 
many activities. 
 
As a member, you receive discounts to our paid events 
and full access to  the website which contains all the 
Bee Lines and  lots of event photos. 

https://www.kcbca.org/


 

 

For those who may not be familiar, let me 
introduce you to the incredible individual 
who came before me, Gail Cortelyou. For 
over 20 years, she dedicated her time and 
energy to supporting and leading various 
organizations in Marathon and Key Colony 
Beach. Her unwavering commitment and 
numerous contributions have played a sig-
nificant role in shaping our community in-
to the welcoming place it is today. 
 
Gail's journey with us began in 2000 when 
she made the decision to sell her im-
port/export trucking company in Houston 
and embarked on a new chapter in her life 
here, in KCB. 
 
Throughout her years here, Gail has been 
very involved in all aspects of our commu-
nity.  She served on the City of Key Colony 
Beach Code Board and the Planning and 
Zoning Committee for many years. She 
also made substantial contributions to 
other local organizations, including her 
role as Commodore of the Marathon Sail 
& Power Squadron after several years as 
Secretary and later Treasurer. 
 
Gail broke barriers and paved the way for 
others by becoming one of the first wom-
en to become full members of the Elks 
Club. She actively participated in the 
Moose Club, taking charge of the club's 
newsletter during a time when women 
were affectionately called "moosettes."  

 
Additionally, she volunteered her time with  
the Girls Educational and Mentoring Ser-
vices (GEMS) organization. 
 
As our local historian and the editor of the 
KCB Community Association newsletter, 
known as "The Bee-Line," Gail kept our 
community informed about current events 
and shared her vast knowledge of the ar-
ea's history. Her dedication and insights 
have enriched our understanding of how 
we arrived at where we are today. 
 
Beyond her community involvement, Gail 
fully embraced the Keys lifestyle, enjoying 
activities such as lobstering, fishing, and 
boating. Even after the challenges of Hur-
ricane IRMA, she oversaw the remodeling 
of her house on Sadowski Causeway, add-
ing a beautiful collection of living orchids 
to her entryway and transforming a former 
boat lift into a pleasant elevated platform 
for social gatherings. 
 
Gail's impact on our community is undeni-
able, and her contributions will be felt for 
years to come. We are grateful that she 
has chosen to remain with us and has gra-
ciously agreed to serve as an emeritus 
member of our board of directors.  
 
Thank you, Gail Cortelyou, for everything 
you have done, and will undoubtedly con-
tinue to do for our great city. 
 

By:  Ted Fischer 

A Tribute To Our “Queen Bee” 
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Any articles, photos,     
questions, comments are         

welcome. 

Please send them to:                         
Editor Gail Cortelyou                                                       

gecortelyou@gmail.com                

Address changes:                                            
Membership Chair               

Jan Pflueger  

jcpflueger@bellsouth.net , 
256-335-1280  

 

It’s Your Community.                                 
Be there for it! 

 

 

 

                          

 
WEBSITE NEWS 

The new KCBCA website, KCBCA.ORG, is up and running with details about 
the upcoming activities being planned for next season, a listing of volunteer 
opportunities, and other ongoing newsworthy items.  If you haven’t checked it 
out yet, we encourage you to do so. 
 
The website also offers the opportunity to renew your membership for the up-
coming season and to purchase your tickets for our paid events. 
 

The password to the Members Page is “member”.   This private page contains 
this past years Bee Lines, and a full photo gallery of our events.   This is an 
added benefit for being a member and we hope you enjoy it. 
 

We welcome your feedback. 

Get Ready 
to Get Your  
Groove On! 
 

The Welcome Back Party commit-
tee, chaired by Ann Vieth, is in-
troducing a 70s theme to our tra-
ditional welcome back dinner in 

November.   

We hope you will be able to join 
us as we reminisce the 70s dec-

ade of music, fash-
ion, and food.  
Please consider pe-
riod attire, welcome 
but not required, to 

join in the fun.  Details and ticket 

purchase are on the website. 

Tickets go on sale October 1st! 

Donation for New Tiki Hut At Sunset Park 
 
The KCBCA proudly presented a 
check for $10,000 to the City of Key 
Colony Beach at a commission 
meeting in May, for a new 15’x20’ 
tiki hut to replace the existing tiki 
hut at Sunset Park.   The old tiki 
will be moved to another location 
within Sunset Park. 
 

 

 

Ready, Willing, & Able? 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 

Are you hesitant to volunteer for 
an event because you don’t want 

to miss out on the fun? 

No worries!   We design work 
shifts in only 1-2 hour increments 
so that you will still have plenty of 

time to “play”. 

Please take time to fill out the vol-

unteer form on the website: 

 

https://www.Kcbca.org/volunteer 

 

KCBCA.org


 

2023/2024 KCBCA Board 

 

 President:  Ted Fischer  Vice-President:  Brad Thompson 

 Secretary:  Rich Vieth  Treasurer:  Richard Pflueger 

 

Board Members 

Anita Alferes:  (T-shirts)    

Gail Cortelyou (Ex Officio) 

Jan Pflueger (Membership & Webmaster)    

Barb Quick (Food/Beverage) 

Sue Thompson (Coconut Crawl, KCB Day 50/50) 

Ann Vieth (KCB Day Vendors & Welcome Back Party) 

                 Rich Vieth (Volunteers) 

Tickets go on sale October 1st! 



 



 


